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Introduction 

 The Vaishesika system was founded by Kanada. 

It is so named in view of the fact that “Vishesa” 

as a category of knowledge has been 

elaborately discussed in it. 

 The first systematic work of this philosophy is 

the Vaishesika-Sutra of Kanada. The Nyaya and 

the Vaishesika are allied systems of philosophy 

(samanatantra) 



Number of Padarthas  

 Naiyayikas  give us a list of sixteen 
padarthas which, according to them cover 
the whole reality and include those 
accepted in the other system. 

 The Vaishesikas, on the other hand, 
recognize only seven padarthas and 
comprehend all reals under them. 

 These seven categories of reality are 
given in the next slides. 



Seven Padarthas  (Categories) 

The Vaishesika philosophy is an elaboration  and a critical 
study of these seven categories: 

1. Dravya or substance 

2. Guna or quality 

3. Karma or action 

4. Samanya or generality  

5. Vishesa or particularity 

6. Samavaya or the relation of inherence 

7. Abhava or non-existence 

Lets discuss above mentioned in the next slides. 

 



Substance or Dravya 

 Substance   is the substratum of qualities 

and actions and the material cause of 

composite things. 

 There are nine kinds of substances: 

 Earth or prithvi, water or jala, light or tejas, 

air or vayu, ether or akash, time or kala, 

space pr dik, soul or atma and mind or 

manas. 

 



Quality or Guna 

 A quality exists in a substance and has no quality or 
activity in it.There are twenty-four kinds of qualities : 

 

 Rupa or color, rasa or taste, gandha or smell, sparsha or 
touch, parimana or magnitude, prithktava or 
disctinctness, smyoga or conjunction, vibhaga or 
disjunction, paratva or remoteness, aparatva or 
nearness, buddhi or cognition, sukha or pleasure, dukha 
or pain, iccha or desire, dvesha or aversion, prayatna or 
effort, gurutva or heaviness, dravatva or fluidity , sneha 
or viscidity, smaskara or tendency, dharma or merit, and 
adharma or demerits. 



Action or Karma 

 Karma or action means physical 
movement. 

 There are five kinds of actions: 

1. Utkshepna or throwing upward 

2. Avapekshna or throwing downward 

3. Akunchana or contraction 

4. Prasarana or expansion 

5. Gamana or locomotion. 



Generality or Samanya  

Samanya is the class-essence or the universal. 

There are three views of the universals: 

1. The Baudhha View: Nominalistic   

2. The Jaina View and Advita Vedanta View: Both  

Jainism and Adviata Vedanta adopt the 

conceptualistic view of the universal. 

3. The Nyaya-Vaishesika View: The realistic 

theory of the universal. 

 



Particularity or Visesa 

 Particularity is the unique individuality of 

the eternal substances. 

 Particularities are  eternal and 

distinguished by themselves. 



Inherence or Samavaya  

 Samvaya and samyoga are the two main 

relations in the Nyaya-Vaishesiks system. 

 Samvaya is an eternal relation between 

tow entities, one of which cannot exist 

without the other. 



Non-existence or Abhava 

 Abhava is the seventth category. The 

reality of non-existence cannot be denied. 

 Vaishesika recognizes non-existence  as 

the seventh category of reality. 

 Abhava is of two kinds: 

 1. Samsargabhava 

 2. anyonyabahava 

 



Conclusion 

 Here we discussed Padarthas according to 

Vaishesika system in some details. This is an 

important part of Indian metaphysics. 
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